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OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING is the 
newsletter of the Qttawa Home 
Computing Club. Membership is 
open to all with a genuine 
interest in personal computing 
for $1S/year in Canada. Mem— 
bership includes OTTAWA HOME 
COMPUTING, which is published 
1@ times a year. Meetings are 
usually held on the third Mon- 
day of each month, 7:34 p.m., 
at Charlebois High School, 
corner of Heron Road and Alta 
Vista Drive in Ottawa. 

When submitting articles 
please print or type with a 
fresh ribbon, on 8 1/2 x 11 
inch white Paper, double- 
spaced, on one side only. 
Leave 11/2 inch borders on 
all four sides. 


Permission to reprint = ar- 
ticles appearing herein is 
hereby granted, provided 
credit to both the author and 


Ottawa 
given. 

Advertisements of 
“items up to 25 words for 
insertion per issue are 
to members. Inquire for 
mercial rates. 
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EDITORIAL 
by Bob Mason 


Christmas came early to the 
Mason household this year. I 
started getting contributions 
in the mail in November. And 
they just kept coming. For the 
first time in the seven issues 
I’ve edited, T have an article 


Orleans, Ontario KIC 1C1t 
were quite open in their 
concern about expenses, When I 


joined the club, IT remember 
becoming quite depressed after 
the first couple of discus— 
sions I had with people. 

I mean, I thought Twas a 
big spender because 1 had gone 
for a disk drive rather than a 
cassette player. And here were 


held aver for the next issue. these supposed)y typical club 
Now don’t sit on your Jaur~ members with printers, madems, 
els. That one article’s going monitors, (I still use a TV), 
to look pretty lonely without dual drives, expanders, links, 
any others for the next issue. speech synthesizers, whole 
One thing t liked about a computer backup systems, and 
couple of the artictes 1 aodtes of software (1 had a 
recerved was that the authors couple of club disks), 
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I chose a Commodore mainty 
because of price, and because 
of the availability of Lots of 
public domain software. I'm 
glad others share my concern. 

Of course, my thanks to alt 
who helped with this issue.s== 


AGENDA 
January 20 Meeting 


7230 Disk of the Manth 
Membership Sales 
Socialization 


Bustness Meeting 


Fresentation: 

TELECOM CANADA'S 

iNET 2000/ENVOY 100 
(see note in "Upcoming 
Meetings") 


9:00 


RELATIVE AND SEQUENTIAL 
FILES Tutorial Roam 208 
(see nate in "Upcoming 
Meetings") 


Special Interest Groups 


Group Room 
Apple & Mac Foom 213 

Browse through the library, 
order disks, discuss applica- 
tions, problems, etc. 


Commodore and 

Disk of the Month Room 219 
Same as above, but for Com— 

modore. If Fault Anderson 

doesn’t have the answer for 

you, he'll direct you to some— 

one who does. 


cOMAL. Room 221 
Comal is a programming 

language similar to BASIC, but 

much faster, more powerful, 

and easier to use. Find out 

about it. 

Forth Room 230 
Forth Language is shorter 
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and faster than BASIC. (20 to 
600 times faster). Used with 
robots, sensors, and many ap~ 
pliances. Much mare 


Newsletter Room 210 
The Newsletter editor and/ 
or members of the Newsletter 
committee will be available 
for discussion, suggestions, 
submissions, whatever. 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

The fallowing are Special 
Interest Groups (SIGs) which 
meet monthly and determine 
their own format. If you're 


interested in developing fur- 
ther in one of these, fields, 
drop in. You're sure to find 
someone who shares your 
interest. 

Computer Graphics Room 225 
Beginning Computerists Rm 224 
Telecommunications Room 212 
Data Base Users Room 227 
Machine Language Room 215 
Music Room 225, 


More details and possible 
room changes will be indicated 
at the meeting, Some groups 
are now meeting on other even— 
ings during the month, to give 


themselves additional time to- 
gether. 


UPCOMING MEETINGS 
In the following list. 
dates of meetings is firm 
some topics are not. 


Jan. 20 Envoy 100/iNET 2000 

Hell Telephone will be giv- 
ing a presentation on some of 
the telecommunication facili- 
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ties available to us, both as 
a club and as individuals, 
This includes Envoy «which 
is an E-mail service, and iNET 
2000, which allows the sub-— 
scriber access to a number af 
large databases. 

Also, and you asked for it, 
Relative and Sequential Files 
for Commodore. Wes McGugan 
will be giving this tutorial 
in the 9-10 time slot, and 
there will be demonstration 
files on the January Disk of 
the Month. Flan to attend this 
well-planned seminar. 


Feb. 17 Word Processing 
Some word pracessing pack- 


ages will be discussed in the 
meeting, and demonstrators 
will show these, and other 


packages in the classrooms 


afterwards, 


Mar. 24 Integrated Software 

Same as word processing 
(above) but covering software 
which incorporates a combina- 
tion of facilities (word pro-— 
cessing, spreadsheets, graph- 
ics, telecommunications, etc.) 
into one packaoe, 


The meetings that involve 
Word Processing, Integrated 
Software, and another Games 
Night (demonstration of Games 
Software) are dependent on 
volunteers. We need people to 
present the software to the 
meeting, people ta demonstrate 
the software in the classrooms 
(bring yaur own equipment), 
and people to help with the 
organization of the volunteers 


(phoning the volunteers, help- 
ing with equipment. We've had 
to move these nights back one 


month already due to a lack of 


demonstrators. If you're able 
ta help, please notify Wayne 
Schaler. Without your help, 


these nights won't happen. 


DECEMBER MEETING 
Bob Mason 
held on 
at Charle- 
bois High Schoo), that 1 know 
for sure, but I seem to have 
lost the notes I took at the 
meeting, and I have a terrible 
memory. Was I even there??? 


The 
Monday December 16, 


meeting was 


The inclement 
down an 


weather cut 
attendance somewhat, 
but the 100 or so who did 
attend seemed to enioy an 
informative evening. 


The meeting was chaired by 
the Membership chairperson, 
Mike Bryan. Don White, Pierre 
Castricum and faul Anderson 
gave reports on the World of 
Commodore show they attended 
in Toronto. Perhaps the most 
interesting new products were 
some of the software packages 
available for the Amiga. 


There was also a 
made of the Maplecon conven- 
tion in duly, and of the 
club’s possible involvement in 


mention 


it. See an article elsewhere 
in thie issue for further 
details. 

The main presentation at 
the meeting was by Nelson 
Groening from the campany 
Communications, Computers and 
Feople. He demonstrated the 
TomorrowHouse system of home 


control, and talked about home 
contral in general, Several 
people stayed to discuss the 


matter further after the com- 
pletion of the presentation, 
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seesetwssnsseeeseesss==: 
PRINTERS, PAPERCLIPS 
AND LIST-ME FILES 


by Art Binnie 


I have never seen it 
published anywhere, though it 
probably isn’t new, Anyway, it 
always bugged me that, when I 
tried to print out the Club 


Librarian comments and "list- 


me" files on the disk of the 
month, I end up wasting a tot 
of paper and want to edit the 
files, 

T have Faperclip, and when 
I have it up and running, 1 
simply load the Lib comments 


or List-me files with Control 
J (oad sequential file), and 
then can set the width, 
characters per inch, etc. OF 
course, carriage returns have 
to be typed in. 


T notice that the TPUG 
librarian’s comments are a lot 


easier to edits; perhaps the 
Ottawa librarian should look 
at how they do it. 
PRINTER SET-UP 

There are several little 
tricks that can (or must) be 
used with printers and word 
processors, and 1 hope that 
those wha do the word pro- 


cessing demonstrations will be 


able to explain them. For 
example, with the Sprite 980 
printer and the C64 or 128 
from a coid start, one must 
type something like this 
firsts 

OPEN4, 4, 25: FRINT#4: CLOSES 


Then load and run Paperclip 

Than Control W the printer 
file 

Fossibly there 


are other 


procedures like this for other 
printers. It can sure waste a 
lot of time if one does not do 
the correct open statement. 


Similarly, the C44 and 128 
have serial printer outputs, 


and can feed directly to the 
inexpensive Commodore print- 
ers, but there are many 


better-quality printers avail- 
able. Unfortunately, these 
printers are normally paral- 
lel, and you must purchase an 
interface. Even then, some 
will work with graphics and 
some not. It would be really 
helpful to know what to buy, 
or more to the point, what NOT 
TO BUY. 


For example, I recently 
purchased a Commodore DFS 1101 


daisy when printer. and could 
not get Faperclip to work 
properly, Eventually 1 found 


the 1101 was set ta CEM ASCII 


and by switching to ASCII it 
now works 100%, 

Another factor one must 
consider when choosing a 
printer is the ras re- 
quired. Chech the price of 
ribbon for that particular 
machine. For my Sprite 80, 


ribbons are about $16 at NGI, 
and sometimes as low as $7 
downtown. Many of these 
printers laok goad, rib- 
bons can put you in poor 
house. 


but 
the 


And of course, an inter— 
face is a Significant item 
which is often overlooked in 
price considerations. But it’s 
probably over 190 bucks, and 
the salesperson, in most 
cases, is only interested in a 
sale, and doesn’t know very 
much about the system. 


To pursue this interface 
even more, I note in Paperclip 
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that they talk about output— 
ting to the parallel port, and 
to make sure that samething is 
set for straight-through oper— 


ation. Possibly one can come 
out of the parallel port and 
go straight to a parallel 
printer, I don?t know. If 
true, it would save the price 
of a printer. 

It is little tips like 
this, that would make the 


difference in any talk on word 
processing. Anyone can load a 
program, and get it to run, 
but to get one's printer ta 
print a proper job is another 
major problem, 


* * * 


Editor’s notess You raise a 
lot of points I’d like to 
comment on, so 1711 go through 
your letter in order, 


I was having trouble 
printing the “list-ne” files, 
so I decided to use your 
procedure. It worked, but 1 


found it a lot of work putting 
in all the carriage returns, 
and it left a lot of hyphens 
and spaces floating around in 
the middle of the Tine. And 
since I didn’t have a lot of 
editing to do on the file, Tf 
decided to let the file run, 
and waste the page or two 
every ponth,. 


The problem I was having 
was because I didn’t have the 
dipswitches on my interface 
set up right. Now I have one 
setting for listing direc- 
tories, list-we files, etc., 
another setting for Paperclip, 
another setting for Print 


Shop, and so on. They don't 
make it easy, do they. 
I don’t know anything 


atout the Sprite #0 (I assume 


you mean the Mannesmann 
Spirit 80) and why that 


Tally 
spe~ 


cial command is required. You 
are in good company thoughs 
among Commodore owners in the 
club, that was the most 
Popular printer, 

You're right ebout the 
cost of ribbons -- it should 
be a cansideration in the 
choice of printers. Also, see 


a small note on printer ribbon 
elsewhere in this issue. 


the 
the 


As far as 
port goes, on 
that means the User 
which is not a true R&-232 
port. Therefore, signals from 
it must he modified betore 
they can be used by a parallel 
printer, unless that printer 
has been designed specif 
to receive input from 
Commodore 647s RS-232 port. 


parallel 
Commodore 
port, 


Thanks 
bution. 


for this contri- 


THIS I8 YOUR 


NEWSLETTER 
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COMMUNICATIONS AND THE 
INFORMATION REVOLUTION 


by Bob Mason 


Several recent develop 
ments in the personal computer 
field have now made possible 
the information revolution 
that was touted as one of the 
main reasons for purchasing a 
computer for the home, 


One is the CD-ROM, which 
can make available on a single 


disk the contents of a full 
ency¢lopaedia. This is the 
equivalent of ooo floppy 
disks. 

A CD player makes this 


information accessible through 
your home computer, with high- 
speed search capabilities that 
can turn up any reference in 
any article, usually in about 
a second. 


The usually-therough in- 
deves that are part of printed 
encytlopaedias seem pitifully 
inadequate, slow and expensive 
in comparison to the powers of 
the electronic search. 


I cite the CD-ROM only 
because it clearly illustrates 
the powers of a high-speed 
search. These powers are also 
available on external data- 
bases as well. Up until now, 
these databases were expensive 
te join, and hard to get into. 


with 
systems 


the advent 
(such as 


But now, 
of Gateway 
EasyNet. Tymnet and Bell's 
iNet 2000) you can subscribe 
to the one system alone and be 
able to search hundreds of 
databases without subscribing 
to any of them, 


The large number of 
databases often means you can 
get the exact information you 


want, quickly. This will often 


mean a net saving of time and 
money when compared to sub- 
stribing to one or two data- 
bases, which necessarily have 


only limited information. 


In addition, sophisticated 
front end software is now 
available which can be pro- 
grammed to call up a database, 
do a search, and download) the 
documents. This means the work 
can be done in the middle of 
the night, when rates are 
cheapest, and usage is lowest, 
which increases speed even 
further. Then the data can be 
examined later, off-line, at 
the operater’s convenience. 


At present, most of the 
large and specialized data- 
bases are aimed at the profes- 
sional research market, as 
they have yearly fees of sev- 
eral hundred dollars, as well 
as a charge per search. 


But the gateway services 
such as iNet 2000 do make 
these databases available for 
an hourly rate, avoiding the 
yearly subscription fee. This 
brings the cost into a rea- 
sonable range for families 
with high school or university 
students, professionals whose 
jobs involve research, and 
self-employed business people. 


iNet 2000 -- 
A Gateway System 


Telecom Canada’s iNet 2000 
is an information management 
system. It is a "gateway". 
allowing the user fast access 
to 1300 databases, with sim- 
plified signons to,’ and a di- 
rectory of, all databases in 
the system. 
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Other features of the sys~ 
tem are data management tools 
which streamline 
E-mail to more 
Envoy 100 subscribers, 
Envoypast printed messages 
those subscribers: 
cing of up to 12 
and an electronic notice 
board, by which individuals, 
clubs and companies can ex~ 
change news, notices, post buy 
and sell ads. 


to 
conferen~ 
terminals: 


The databases available in- 
clude statistics, news, finan~ 


cial services, consumer in- 
formation, catalagues and 
shopping. and several of the 


popular multi-faceted bases -- 
Compuserve, The Source and Dow 
Jones. 


The cost for iNet 2000 is 
$3 per month access charge 
plus an hourly charge based on 


the activity -- $15 an hour 
for iNet services (searching, 
tutorial, and Envoy 100); $6 
an hour once in a Canadian 
database (*9 if American). 
There is also the hourly rate 
charged by the database (but 


no sign up or registration 
fee. na monthly fees). 


Try Envoy 100 


Envoy 100 is a messaging 


sages ta any vf the 27,000 
subscribers in the system, 


Envoy 100 has an Online 
Information service about En 
voy 100, lists of its subscri- 
bers and available services. 
This service is accessible in 
the fallawing way: 

Fhone Datapac 
S67-9100 (300 baud) 
867-9200 (1200 baud) 
an connection type 
«8CR? (300 baud) 
+-<CR® (1200 baud) 
you get: DATAFAD XXxX XXXX 
enter 39400100 ar ZP4GeLO1 or 
79400100 of 77400101 


you get: Call connected 
User name? 


ENVOY. INFO <CR» 
ENVOYPOST. INFO «CR> 
ENVOY. IUS <CR> 


Type: 
or 
or 


for Fassword type AAAAAACCR> 


ENVOY. INFO is a broad 
introduction to Envoy 100, 
ENVOYFOST covers the printed 
copy service, and ENVOY.IUS is 
an online training session, 
plus directories (the direc— 
tories are available by hit- 
ting the "break" key while in 


the tutorial). 


system, allowing you to send 
electronic, or printed, mes~ 
VIDEO BYTES 


loy Geral) Coursma 


m Starving] Eko! aay 
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264 Gade 
GRAND TOUR 


Design 


Fifteenth of a series 
by John Batchelor 
This article may 

the appearance of 


with 
GRAND TOUR Frogram on the Disk 


of the Month. That depends an 
my getking it finished and an 


it being small encugh to fit 
with all the other goodies 
that Faul provides. "The Grand 


book 
Miller 


Tour” is the title of a 
on the Solar System by 

and Hartmann, It features 
gorgeous pictures of all the 
Planets and maier mogns. ta 
been thinking of an educa- 
tional program that would dis- 
Play spacescapes but there 
were some technica! problems. 


High fegelution pictures 
take 40 bplocks to store so 
that 16 of them will clog up a 
disk. Mot everyone has e FAST- 
LOAD cartridge or equivalent 
yet so they take forever to 
load. A Koalapad makes it 
feasible to draw the pictures 
but how do we cet a fast com 
pact Grand Tour of the Solar 
Systen? 


the 
tet 


If you can stand 
suspense befare 1 answer, 
me mention that To was ren 
inspired by Commodore's SEY 
TRAVEL program. it was virtu- 
ally unavailable in Canada. 1 
get mine through COMFUTERS FOR 
LESS in lerante, but finally 
it has appeared in Ottawa for 
only $204 


You've probably seen the 

reviews in all the 
magazines. Thay do met lie — 
this is a fantastic program, 
It turns your computer inte a 
planetarium ane aatranomy 
teacher. As the — TRANSALTOR 
Magazine implied, SY TRAVEL 


rave 


should sell Cé4= all by 


self, The Th 
that FLANET TRAVEL is on the 
way. Hence my modest attempt 
to scoop CRM. 

The same issue of TRANS- 
ACTOR (vol. 6 issue 4) con~ 


tains the technical answer we 
need, Chris Zamara provides us 
with @ compressor for picture 
files that promises 34 to 
spate saving. The panoramas 
from the “Grand Tour" are wide 
angle views that translate 
best into about Gne-half to 
two-thirds of a screen. 


This leaves the rest of 
the screen for descriptive 
text if we can solve the 
problem of mixing ordinary 
text with hi-res (a raster 
interrupt!) Storage require- 


ments might be about one-third 
of what we feared. 


I guess the only problem 


is that I"m going to have te 
break my rule about the 
courtesy of using only one 
easy loading file. This one 


shapes up as having 19 files: 
a RASIC program for set-up, 
printing to the screen and 
loading the other files; two 
maching language routines for 
splitting the screen and de-~ 
compressing the pictures; and 
16 picture files. These last 
only need 10 to 36 blacks 
instead of 40 for the regular 
KOALA files. 


Despite the limited value 
of my artistic efferts com 
pared to the source book, T[ 
sweated blood over this one! I 
had to modify the compression 


and decompressiqan routines 
heavily but the real killer 
was the eplit screen. 

I finally went back ta Jim 
Butterfield in the august 198% 
COMPUTE Then fo be te fraure 
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out why the  prageam d to 
work oanty when my 1.UAD 


cartridge was plugged in, 


I sure hope the bugs are 
gone but if still could use 
some polish, I also hope faut 
has 289 blocks open on the 
next disk so you can take the 
GRAND TOUR. 


A COMPUTER SHOW 
AT MAFLECOQN 


Maplecon is an annual 
Ottawa convention run by fans 
of science fiction, fantasy, 
Star Trek, comics, gaming, as 
well as the space and other 
sciences and technologies, and 
the Future. Over 1000 people 
spend a weekend talking with 
famed writers, artists and 
experts; in watching movies: 
in showing their art and cos— 
tumes and = marvelling at 
others’; in buying and selling 
collectables; in rampant par— 
tying and generally having a 
good time. 


This year, Maplecon @ is 
being held on duly 8-11 at the 
Embassy West Hotel (Carling at 
the Gueensway. near MGI); SF 
Guest of Honour is Stephen R. 
Donaldson: estimated total at— 
tendance (enthusiasts, local 
to international) is 1000, 


Computers were on display 
at Maplecon 6; @ seminar on 
Telidon was featured at Maple- 
con 7. The Ottawa Home Com~ 
puting Club is invelved in the 
planning of Maplecon 8. The 
club is considering setting up 
a showroom which would feature 


club members and their com 
puters. Programs of general 
interest. and of special in~ 


terest to convention atten- 
dees, would be running, and 
members would be available to 
discuss the proarams, games, 
computing equipment. 


Participating club members 
would set up their computers 
early Friday evening, remove 
them Sunday afternoon, and 
spend a few hours in the show- 
room demonstrating and super- 
vising the hardware and soft- 
ware. (Detaile ta be worked 
out). 


Participants could — then 
attend the whole Con (includ- 
ing: seminars, workshops and 
panels; Dealers’ Room: Games 
and Tournaments: = 48-hour 
Movie Rooms; Art Shaw and 
Auction; Costume Ball and var— 
ious other semiformal ta ut- 
terly informal social events) 
for FREE, Computer demonstra- 
tions could be scheduled or 
spontaneous: the roam would be 
locked and patrolled Friday 
and Saturday nights. 


for YOU 
inter~ 


This is a chance 
to (perhaps literally) 
face with other Club members 
and their computers for more 
than a couple of hours at a 
time, and with imaginative 
people of all levels af digi- 
tal sophistication (e.g. Steve 
Punter has been spotted at 
this event); and for the Club 
to recruit new members, and 
maybe flog a few extra Disks— 
of-the-Month (these and other 
possible commercial ventures 
are subject to Maplecon pol- 
icies on Dealers: details to 
be settled). 


If you are interested in 
receiving more information, or 
in participating, contact 
Pierre Castricum (521-6840) or 
any executive member, or write 
to the club (address page 7). 
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ATTENTION 
HACKERS: 


This article was written by 
Marlene Benmergui~Perez in 
“Computing Canada", Yo! If #3, 
June 27, 1985. 


* eo 


If you're thinking af 
testing your computer hacking 
skills -~ don*t. As af July 1 
C9851, it could net you up to 
10 years in prison. Bill €-18, 
which contains amendments to 
the criminal code, has clearly 
defined unauthorized use of a 
computer as a crime, The bill 
has received rayal assent and 
is expected to become law by 
late summer, 


Under the Act, 
committing a computer 
fall into two categories: 


persons 
crime 


“First, anyone who obtains 
fraudulent access to any com 
puter service by means of an 
electromagnetic, acoustic or 
mechanical device which inter~ 
cepts any function of a com 
puter system, or, 


“Second, anyone who uses a 
computer system with intent to 
commit these offences or thase 
listed under the Section 3987, 
(the existing general mischief 
and damage provisions of the 
criminal code). 


If a person is convicted, 
punishment can range from a 
summary conviction ta 10 years 
in prison. 


The bill also provides 
detailed definitions of the 
computer-related terminology 
in the new law.... 


Neiman sits 
Cammittee af 
At 


Senator Joan 
on the Senate 
Legal and Constitutional 
fairs, which studied the bill 
before passing it through to 
its third and final Senate 
reading. She said the Canadian 
Bar Association appeared be- 
fore the committee on May 28 
to voice its opposition to 
explicitly including computer 
crime as amendment to the 
criminal code. The concerns 
were complex and important but 
the committee decided that 
ether provisions in 6-18 
should not be delayed while 
they were aired. The bill also 
provides for harsher penalties 
for drunk drivers, the taking 
ef blood samples from sus- 
pected drunk drivers who can- 
not or will mot provide a 
breath sample, and the elimi~ 
nation of powerful search war- 


rants. "The Canadian Bar Assa- 
ciation suddenly thought they 
needed verification af con- 


cerns that were rather compli~ 
cated and involved. They 
wanted the definitian af prop- 


erty broadened to include the 
concept of intellectual prop- 
erty," Neiman said. 

Claude Thompson, Bar Asso- 
ciation president, asked that 
the sections on computer crime 
he delayed. He told the com- 


mittee that a separate section 
for computer-related = crimes 
was not necessary and could 
complicate existing laws. The 
Bar Association maintained 
that provisions outlined in 
section 387, dealing with 
theft, fraud and = mischief 
would be enough if the defini~ 
tian of property were changed 
to include tangible as well as 
intangible property. The com= 
mittee heard from the Depart— 
ment of Justice after the Bar 
Agzseciation’s presentation and 
there was a consensus ta move 
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for final 
said Neiman. 


the bill along 
Senate reading, 


A federal-provincial com- 
mittee continues to study the 
issue of computer data as 
property, and the “owner's” 
rights to that property. The 
committee was established in 
February of {984 to study 
improvements to existing laws 
that protect trade secrets and 


confidential computer infor- 
mation. 
Feter Sprung, Associate 


Director of the Department of 
Computer Services at the Uni~ 
versity of Waterloo, was 
invited to appear before yet 
another committee studying re- 
lated issues, the parliamen- 


tary subcommittee of the 
Standing Committee on Com 
munication and Culture on the 
Revision of copyright. “We're 


established 
intellectual 
University of 


trying to get an 
environment for 
property. The 

Waterloo is a saftware pro- 
ducer and has developed what 
has turned out to be a popular 
software language. so we have 
a let of interest in this 
subject,” said Sprung. Bill 
€-18 does an a long way in 
establishing that computer 
hacking is a crime, Sprung 
said. The remaining gray areas 
for software copyright viola- 
tion will require a lengthy 
review of the existing copy- 
right law, which has not been 
amended since 1924, 


he added. 


RAMBLINGS 
by John Cocklin 


Well, thie my first at- 
tempt at writing for a club 
magazine. I hope that some- 


thing will be of use to you. 
GOOD DEALS 


I find that I do not have 
a lot of maney to spend to 
support my computer habit, so 
during the noon hour I shop 
the downtown computer stores 
to find the best buys. Al- 
though the material is dated, 
here are some of the “good 
deals" that were available in 
December (it is not  all- 
inclusive): 


1. Data Ribbon Ltd., 150 
Slater St. -~- MPS-801 Ribbons 
at $6.95 each, regular price 
$16.00 each. 


2. Computer 
Slater St. —- for 
opening of their new 
Pinfeed Printer paper 


Innovations, 
the grand 

location 
was 


Selling at $4.99 a box for Sod 
sheets. 


3. Mr. Diskette, O*Connor at 


Laurier Ave. W.  -- bulk 
diskettes were selling at 
$9.95 a package of 10, alsa 


diskette storage boxes were on 


sale for $15,00 to $15.00 
each. 
4. MGI on Carling Ave. -- 


had a Sunday sale of diskettes 


for $8.88 a box of 10. 
S. Zap and Zoom, kent at 
Gladstone Sts. -- rent soft~ 


ware at reasonable prices 
before you buy). 


try 


6. Of course, the best deal 
of all is the 0.H.C.C. disk of 
the manth which is available 
for $4.00 (tax included? at 
each monthly meeting. 


FRUSTRATIONS 


that go 
before 


drives 
just 


-1541 dist 
out of alignment 
Christmas 

-printer cibbons that jam 

-defective disks 
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-not watching the paper when 
printing out the List Me on 
the D.O.M. and having the 
printing right on the per— 
forations. 

-not being able to print my 
yearly post-dated cheques an 
my printer since I cannot get 
pin-fed cheques from my banker 

-the gradual decrease in 
size of Compute Gazette 


-by the way, if you buy the 
magazine from a grocery store 
yout may be charged the U.S. 


price rather than the Canadian 


an Underwood typewriter~style 
ribbon, when your original 
ribbon gets faded. Dan’t do 
it! Typewriter ribbons have a 
clay-based inky printer rib~ 
bons use an oil~based ink. The 
clay tends to clog your print 
head, and you end up with an 
#80 or $70 repair bill. Type- 
writer ribbon cost about $33 
printer ribbons are under $5. 
Pay the extra $2 and get more 
life from your printer. 


"If you own a printer which 


($2.95 vs. $3.75) plus tax Produces a square dot, such as 
“11 p.m. and time to power the TALLY SPIRIT, the LEGEND, 
off. the ADMATE, the TEO FX-80, or 
—— the COMFUTEMATE CF-80, mate 
sure you use Mylar ribbons, 
SSSSSSSS55=== pot nylon, Mylar is shiny 
DATASOURCE plastic; nmylan has a cloth 
A local publication which weave (inspect yours now). The 
isa good source of infor- ink in a nylon ribbon clogs 
mation for the home com- the print head: the square 
puterist is Datasource, pub- Needles have very little 
lished bi-monthly by Anderson Clearance; even a little ink 
Techno-Froducts, 947 Richmond jams it. The Mylar ribbons 
Rd., Ottawa. It generally have a carbon material which 
covers the products they seti, is pressed onto the paper; no 
but 15 well-written, well- ink gets into the head.” 
produced, accessible, quite 
practical and free, Unfortunately, they don’t 
tell you how to distinguish 
Here's a note on printer between clay-based and oil- 
ribbons from their July/August based inks in the ribbons, and 
issue: local prices of $3-4 (even 
from Anderson) for a ribbon 
"GEMINI-10 owners: Your leave you wondering whether 
printer manual says that you What you bought will jam your 
can replace your ribbon with Printhead. sscessssssssesesese= 
DOREEN the ban 
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Join TPUG the World's largest Commodore users’ group 


g Member Bulletin Board 
* For $30.00 ($20.00 for students), all the above and 
attend the many TPUG meetings in the Toronto Area 


2 8 © © © 8 ee Re eR 
SPECIAL RATE FOR Ottawa 6502 members!!! 


Contact Don White for details. 


se ke Be KF Be BE ek RR 


ASTERE 
oR la G94 


UPGRADE ROM CHIP 
EGECTRONIGINEEDS 


BUILD 25 NEW COMMANDS 
INTO YOUR COMPUTER! 


-ANTI-KNOCK ELIMINATES -PROGRAMMED 


~BUILT-IN WEDGE 
FUNCTION KEYS 


=TEXT AND GRAPHIC HEAD KNOCK ON ALL 
SCREEN DUMP SOFTWARE 


MASTERAID SELLS FOR $49,95 WITH A 10% DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS 
LITERATURE AND DEMO AVAILABLE AT NEXT MEETING, OR CONTACT: 
ROW ENTERPRISES, Bo: 6780, Stn “J*, Ottawa, Ontario K2A 324 

TELEPHONE S92-2998 
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